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JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS, OUT OF SCHOOL CARE 
Grievance 

MS J.A. RADISICH (Swan Hills) [9.27 am]:  I grieve today to the Minister for Community Development, 
Women’s Interests, Seniors and Youth about out of school hours care for junior high school students, an issue 
that was brought to my attention by parents from a number of suburbs in my electorate.  It was raised some 
months ago by parents of East Beechboro Primary School at its parents and citizens association meeting.  I thank 
Mrs Donna Baken, the former President of the East Beechboro Primary School Parents and Citizens Association, 
for all the work she has contributed during her time as president and acknowledge the new president, Kristy 
Stuart.  Parents of students from East Beechboro Primary School are not the only parents who have raised this 
issue.  More latterly it has been brought to my attention by parents of students at Helena College in the hills area 
of my electorate.  It is a widespread issue.  

The purpose of raising this issue today is to discuss it more broadly in the public arena and to see whether a 
mechanism is available whereby further analysis can be undertaken of this important issue.  After school hours 
care is a worthwhile service.  It is presently very successfully working in primary schools across the State for six 
to 12-year-old students.  However, such care is far more limited for junior high school students.  It is not 
something I had considered previously because I do not have children and the service was not provided at the 
high school I attended.  I was therefore interested to learn of parents’ concerns.  I want to take the issue further to 
see whether the program can be considered or, at least whether options for future service provisions can be 
considered.  It is probably a truism that society is changing.  Gone are the days when it was the norm for one 
parent to be at home and permanently available to care for children.  Now, many parents both work full-time or 
one parent works part-time.  That, of course, has an effect on how children are supervised and by whom.  

When I was listening to the radio yesterday, I heard that the Prime Minister is considering a policy proposal on 
family law.  He contends that the rebuttable presumption of joint time-share custody arrangements should be 
adopted as a result of divorces that involve children.  Although I consider that the policy position is flawed, if the 
Prime Minister wants to pursue it, he should seriously consider the supervision needs of children of all ages who 
would be implicated.  In a 50-50 custody sharing arrangement, at least one parent, if not both, works full-time.  
The situation begs the question: who will be available to look after the young people?  Parents have expressed to 
me that they need out of school hours care for 12, 13 and 14-year-old students because they do not want their 
junior high school students to go home alone.  This is for a range of reasons, including the distance between the 
school and their home; distance to a neighbour’s property, particularly in the semi-rural portion of my electorate; 
concern for the personal safety of the young people; a general commitment to parental responsibility; and to 
provide companionship for the young people.  In my electorate there are five high schools; not all of which are 
full high schools.  Most of those schools do not provide out of school hours care, and for those that do the 
service is provided by private organisations.  Eastern Hills Senior High School, Swan Christian College and 
Ellenbrook Christian College do not provide such a service.  However, Ellenbrook Christian College informs me 
that it receives a number of telephone calls every week asking for such a service to be introduced.  Bullsbrook 
District High School provides both before and after school hours care, which costs $6.50 in the mornings and 
$9.50 in the afternoons.  It provides a range of activities, including craft, social events, physical and outdoor 
games, and computer games every second day.  It also runs long-term projects and is currently building a hill 
trolley.  Helena College also provides an after school hours care service, but it reports to me that the service is 
used by only a few students.  It offers art activities, it has a pool table, and it plays music and shows videos.  It 
also provides transportation to local primary schools.  Therefore, some high schools in my electorate have made 
the service available but others have not been in a position to do so.   

Another important element of this debate is that we need to treat all young people as individuals.  I do not want 
to suggest for one moment that every 12 to 14-year-old should have, or needs, supervision.  Young adults 
obviously mature at different times.  Students aged 13 or 14 may be able to look after themselves perfectly 
adequately for a couple of hours before and after school.  However, some students need company and organised 
activities, if not care and supervision, before and after school.  That is obviously a decision that parents and 
young people should make together in a family situation.   

I commend the schools and private organisations in my electorate that provide formal supervised before and after 
school hours care.  I thank the schools, and in many cases the individual teachers, that provide supervision and 
care in an informal way through various before and after school activities, including sports practice, drama and 
band rehearsals, arts and crafts, and so on.  I thank the minister for listening to my concerns and the concerns of 
parents in my electorate.  I ask the minister whether she and her department have a particular view about whether 
this kind of service is worthy of expansion and whether it would be appropriate to apply this program to junior 
high school students; what role the minister’s department or other departments, perhaps also federal government 
departments, might have in promoting or expanding the ad hoc programs that exist; and whether the minister can 
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offer advice about other activities that might be available for young people whose parents are seeking 
supervision.   

MS S.M. McHALE (Thornlie - Minister for Community Development, Women’s Interests, Seniors and Youth) 
[9.33 am]:  I commend the member for Swan Hills for listening to the parents and the parents and citizens 
associations in her electorate and for bringing this issue to the Parliament.  The provision of out of school hours 
care for this group of students presents problems for parents, particularly if they are working full-time and want 
their children to be supervised.  On the other hand, these 13, 14 and 15-year-old young people may be beginning 
to feel more independent and may not necessarily want to attend structured care activities - the member has 
recognised that - but they still need to have a safe environment and be protected.  What the member has brought 
forward is a good initiative.  I commend the schools that are dealing with this matter in a practical way.  In the 
time available to me I will indicate to the member some of the activities that are available for young people of 
this age.  Although those activities do not target out of school hours care per se, it may assist the member to have 
some information that she can take back to the parents in her electorate.   

The commonwealth Department of Family and Community Services determines areas in which new out of 
school care places are required.  It has established the planning advisory committee, which comprises 
representatives from both the Commonwealth and State Governments, local governments and the child care 
sector.  It is unfortunate that no new commonwealth places are available at the moment.  The Commonwealth 
Government needs to look at funding options to fill this gap in the provision of services for young people.  As 
the member has quite rightly identified, this gap is a difficult one to fill, but nevertheless it needs to be filled.   

As I was given some indication of the member’s grievance, I have taken the liberty of writing to the federal 
Government on the member’s behalf and on behalf of the parents in her electorate seeking comment about the 
lack of a structured approach to out of school hours care for lower secondary students.  The commonwealth 
funding for out of school hours care is for primary school children.  No specific funding exists for the group of 
children in the next age group.  The Commonwealth Government needs to discuss with the States whether this 
matter should be addressed by the Commonwealth either alone or in partnership with the State Governments.  As 
soon as I hear back from the federal Government I will contact the member for Swan Hills and she can inform 
the parents in her electorate.   

Mr R.C. Kucera:  You have raised a very important issue.  Currently we have to put health dollars into places 
like Royal Perth Hospital for out of school hours care for the children of parents who are working within the 
health system, so I also would welcome that approach to the federal Government.   

Ms S.M. McHALE:  That is an added dimension.   

I will tell the member some of the initiatives the State Government is taking in its commitment to young people.  
We provide funding to agencies to deliver services to young people in that age group for activities such as the 
youth development holiday program.  That program funds indoor and outdoor activities for young people during 
the school holidays, which is an additional time when parents are concerned about the safety of their children.  
The Office for Children and Young People’s Policy administers and funds a number of programs that aim to 
provide young people with opportunities to participate in developmental activities.  These include the youth 
advisory councils, school cadets, community service grants, the recently announced youth spaces and facilities 
fund, and of course youth grants.  We also have regional youth development officers who work with young 
people in their communities to develop appropriate facilities and activities.  Although those activities do not 
strictly address out of school hours care, I mention them because they offer venues and activities for children 
who want to be involved in out of school hours care.  I am also happy to raise this issue with the Minister for 
Education, because I understand that a number of schools in the member’s electorate are very responsive to the 
needs of their community and conduct very successful out of school hours arrangements.  However, it is up to 
individual schools and the parent bodies to progress this initiative and to be flexible in the use of their facilities.  
The Department for Community Development is very happy to continue to monitor the community needs and to 
work with the member to assist any community groups that would like to work with youth and families to 
develop suitable arrangements for out of school hours care.  I am happy for the services of the department to be 
used to work with communities to see whether we can extend and expand those services.   The Office for 
Children and Young People’s Policy is working with government agencies on activities to engage young people 
and meet their needs.  I mention at this point the youth media survey that is currently in the youth sector and 
seeking information from young people about what they do and where they do it.  That will help to inform the 
development of services for young people.   

Will the member express my appreciation to her constituents and the parents who raised this issue?  The 
Department for Community Development has a range of activities that may help parents deal with the problems 
of managing work and family.  The Department for Community Development and the Office for Children and 
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Young People’s Policy would be very happy to work with the member to determine how they can further support 
families in the member’s electorate.   
 


